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relief in the direction pointed out by him. The clause we have referred
to above and the clauses we are about to refer to are the answers returned
to the despatch by the Government of tjhe Orange River Colony. It is
inconceivable how the Government of that Colony, which is, after all,
subordinate to, and under the direct control of, the Colonial Office, can
defy the head of that office and continue not only to refuse to undo the
past but to tighten the cord that binds the British Indians. Later, in the
same draft Ordinance, we notice certain clauses referring to Locations,
The marginal note merely mentions "Native Locations", but the clause
itself clearly applies to "all Coloured persons". It reads:
The Council is empowered to establish Locations in such, part or parts
of the Municipal land as they may think fit, within which all Coloured per-
sons, other than domestic servants residing on their employers' premises, shall
be compelled to reside, and they may from time to time close such Locations
and establish other or others. The Council is further empowered to frame regu-
lations for the proper control of all such persons, . . . No Coloured person,
male or female, above the estimated age of sixteen years, or under the esti-
mated age of sixty years, shall reside for more than forty-eight hours within
any such Location, unless
(a)    he is actually in the employment of a white employer residing within
the Municipality, or within a radius of five miles from the limit of the Muni-
cipal area and is in possession of a permit from the Town Council  to   that
effect. Or unless
(b)    he has obtained a certificate of permission to work on his own ac-
count in terms of Article 3 of Law 8 of 1893, and is actually engaged in such
work. Or unless
(c)    he is a person who has obtained  a letter  of exemption under  the
provisions of the Coloured Persons Relief Ordinance,   1903.  Or unless
(d)    she Is the lawful wife of a person residing within such Location under
the aforesaid provisions.
Boiled down, these sub-clauses mean that, even to be able to live
within the confines of a Location, which like a stable or a pound may be
removed at the sweet will of the Council, a Coloured person must have
obtained previous permission and must be a menial servant, that is to say,
he cannot reside in any part of the Colony except as a labourer pure and
simple. Lest our readers might imagine that there are very great pri~
vileges reserved, by the laws referred to, to the wearers of a coloured skin,
we may mention that Article 3 of Law 8 of 1893 contemplates special
permission to be given by the Local Board on payment of a fee of 5s* per
month to a Coloured man to sell his services to anybody he likes, provided
that he obtains the necessary certificate for so doing. The Coloured Persons
Relief Ordinance defines the qualifications, which are high enough, entit-
ling a Coloured person to obtain exemption from liability to carry a per-
sonal pass renewable from time to time and bearing a certain fee. The
precious exemption is graAted after very irksome formalities having been
gone through, and really consists in the carrying of the exemption certi-
ficate in exchange for the ordinary pass. Beyond this, the Ordinance
gives no relief, and leaves such exempted persons under all -the other;